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ABSTRACT

The sustainability and growth of agricultural exports is under an increasing influence of structural
market dynamics, innovation—new technology, and the trend towards efficient—agile institutions.
These catalytic developments through digitalization and open innovation can be seen as new paths
that overcome barriers, emphasizing in particular the importance of organized agricultural production
and standards. While the competitiveness of agricultural exports represents a major responsibility,
the scholar’s scientific interest in it is the spark that illuminates the spectrum within the agricultural
landscape and the spirit of the farm. Through a quick literature review, factual expertise and textual
analysis, the paper provides a report on the current potential of digital innovations and their impact
on increasing access to markets, new technologies and the performance of companies and institutions
and the competitiveness of agricultural exports, underlining the impact of quality. Future assessments
could contribute to investigating the coherence of statistical indicators with export policies and growth
strategies, given the increasing differentiated impact of innovative tools—practices on exports generally
and possible implications to agricultural exports.

Keywords: Agricultural exports, quality, competitiveness, digital innovation

INTRODUCTION

Increase of exports and competitiveness are strategic for developing countries and small economies. The discussion of
their growth and sustainability has currently been re—dimensioned in the light of new opportunities that offer digital
innovations and platforms, and on the other hand from dynamics in financial market theater (eg crypto currencies),
which have raised questions about the real size of world production (and eg higher tariffs), global stock markets and
top agricultural exporters, such as USA, Netherlands, Germany, France, Brazil and China [2], may need increased
attention to the consequences in small markets, that as is known often do not benefit from the effects of the game.
Small developing economies are usually determined by incomplete—fragmented markets that serve a more diversified
offer (including low—income consumers), and this often goes along with the form of production organization,
efficiency, and farm governance, and consequently non—specified standards, etc. Moreover, while growth rates (per
capita) everywhere do not leave room for enthusiasm, stagnation of consumption and lack of increased production
rates in export sectors can be important barriers that hinder developmental intra—initiatives to increase the quality
and standards of agricultural production and export performance. Discussion on standards as determinants of
agri—exports is of research interest and promotes views, especially in the light of innovation.

The problem of their growth in the case of Albania may justify a wide specter of external factors (or differentiated
interaction, EU integration, etc.), and given the transformative dynamics of agricultural exports over the last 20 years
in the EU (eg, Bulgaria, Poland, Romania) seems to have been relativized the impact of internal determinants, such
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as standards, while frequent analyzes may be necessary. The issue of quality and standards of agricultural exports is
a task that can only develop at high levels of government as it relates to strategic dimensions, such as (1) structural
regulations in markets (eg economic and social returns); (2) the innovation and new technology (without which
agriculture cannot compete); and (3) the institutions, including the organization of agricultural production (especially
family farm) and the purpose of governance (which coordinates new processes, in new ways), also secking the ability
to analyze the additional measures of other specific policies {eg country—origin of agri—fertilizer imports (composition
of inputs and impact on chemical quality), legislation (categories of legal norms, obligatory or not) EU Acquis or
directives} and optimization of interventions by context (economic, social, technological) regional, etc.

The competitiveness of agricultural exports globally represents a country’s strategic achievement, where the class of
professionalism and the main potential (organizational, financial) are usually embodied.

Everywhere in international markets —including developing countries, agricultural exports (eg, countries in Southeastern
Europe, Central and Eastern Asia, Africa, etc.) are subject to standard and quality policies (including food safety,
product uniformity, appearance and packaging, etc.) and producers are trained about practices. Countries classified
according to organization level of food markets and the composition of export production. The discussion on their
growth is based on the importance of required standards, quality and innovation, and while governments everywhere
have increased accountability through increased access to technological and innovative factors, organizational ones at
the level of the producing farm and agile institutions that enable the promotion of profits in the agribusiness game,
it is emphasized that the debate on farm efficiency is mainly meaningful for farmer returns rather than international
prices (slightly volatile, and explainable). Exploring the impact of the above factors on increasing the standards and
quality of agricultural products and the competitiveness of exports is important in many ways, and includes the
organization of agricultural production (income, costs) and the value chain, etc., creating more clarity on the public
policy instruments necessary and the good—governance and also encouraging future more in—depth studies on the
impact of the main factors, and filling the theoretical gap in the research field.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The paper is based on a broad exploration of literature, considering the general developments of innovation and its
multiple implications, such as economic, social, technological, organizational, etc., and the contextual specifications
useful to provide the database, and their review, and the framework of the report’s arguments. The literature review
is combined with factual observations in the field of agricultural producers, focusing on discussions with key agri—
exporters and researchers from the economic and agronomic fields, and textual analysis, providing the necessary
tools for the analysis of the factors taken into consideration.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Crossing the levels of R&D (formal from researchers, innovators and informal from farmers, etc), agricultural
production has expanded in terms of volume and innovative sophistication, emphasizing the importance of creating an
innovation routine that changes daily, and works based on scientific examinations in agricultural production units for
the formulation of public policies, the prosperity of farmers and transformative developments within the agricultural
landscape [1]. While trends towards innovation and its adaptability vary widely across regions, governance, production
units, value chains, etc., there is a particularly high level of its applicability in both: (1) agricultural commodity trade
and (2) commercial agricultural production systems, increasing convergence between groups of traders and farmers
through improved quality of agricultural products and consumer convenience. This includes products with high
added value; achieved through sustainability of production processes and long—term productivity, and described with
qualifications, in terms such as ‘modern’ or ‘quick’ revolutions that characterize the extraordinary progress over the
last 2 decades in Asia, Latin America and Africa and the structural—organizational innovation of production units in
the developing wotld [6, 7]. Research (figure 1) highlights the impact of innovation levels on long—term agricultural
productivity growth in developing countries [3].
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Figure 1: The impact of technological innovations on agricultural productivity.
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Source: [3].

Upgraded productivity quantifies new quality productive forces, generating the source to promote progress and increase
producers’ incomes and knowledge, regulate markets, and raise the quality and standards of national agricultural
exports. The digitalized socio—economic environment and industrialization factors can transform entities (figure
2), and multiply the effects in the main directions, such as (1) innovation—technology, through the intelligent use
of production factors in agriculture; (2) traceability for food security solutions; (3) information dissemination and
management efficiency in the value chain, etc; and (4) quality assurance and certification, ensuring the standards and
competitiveness of agricultural exports [4].

Figure 2: The mechanism of the digital transformation of enterprises and the quality and safety of exported
agricultural products.

—{ Intelligence of Produktion Factors ‘
TeChn.Ologlcal } Agricultural Production Transformation ‘
Innovation Effect
—‘ Technical Information Sharing ‘
—‘ Product Traccability ‘
ProductE"lf"zthCablllty } Rapid Problem Location ‘ Soli Inproving
. - olving lit d
Enterprise —{ Timely Recall of Product ‘ Quality and Qsll:f;t}}: erl
Digital ~ |— Safety | Export
Transformation Traccability Information Sharing ‘ Problems Agricultural
Information - - — Products
Sharing Effect Rapid Informacion Reccognition ‘
Feedback and Supervision ‘
Quality Signal Display ‘
Quality Quality Information Screening ‘
A Effect
selod . Truthful and accurale Certification ‘

Source: [4].

We emphasize that while product prices in export industries are known (and costs are calculable), the primary criterion
is the achievement of quality and standards. Through the improved performance of exports, local markets everywhere
during the last 30 years have also rapidly transformed (eg Egypt, Vietnam, Philippines, etc.), being configured according
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to international quality standards. Regardless of price, no one buys without quality assurance and required standards,
and this is particularly essential for markets in the EU. Within the vicious citcle of new climatic conditions, contextual
development conditions (based on the argument that per capita income usually correlates with quality of products)
and food waste in the value chain, etc., it is reasonable to have a dedicated determination towards the quality of
production as a prerequisite for increasing income within the agricultural ecosystem and the competitiveness of
national agricultural exports. The task of improving them encompasses key development dimensions, such as (1)
the economy, including industrial structuring and market regulation; (2) technology, with an accent on innovations
(engineering, social, etc.); and (3) institutions, with a focus on farm and macro-level governance. Digital innovations
have expanded the knowledge and practices of producers, creating potential for trade that can improve economic
growth [5], the quality and required standards of agri—exports.
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